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{08 TRINTTY

TRINITY-I. Thc tcro rnd coocept. - (o)
The term 'TriniWt (from Lat. trinitul appoan'to
hrvs been firgt ured by Tertullian.t wEile Che
oorrerpondins Greek teri'Tried' (zidr) anoears
to have beenXrst ueod by Thoophiluri the Ctriiitiau
apologist.! on older ooitempo'ra,ry of Tertulliau.Ii Tir0ollien, aB iD the sdb€qirent u.sac€. the
term desistreCee the Christian dootriae of'Gl'od es
Father, 86n, anil Spirih

(Dl Altbouch the noCioa of a ilivine Trioil or
Tri"ly ir ctsaracteristio of tbo Qh4atian religion,
it ir bi'no meane peculiarto lt. In Indian reliflon,
c,t., we meet withtbe triniterian goupof BrohmE,
Sivi, end Virua r ond in Esvptian r:elieion witli
tho trinitsriiri gioup of Oa.Yiii, Isio, an? Horur,
conoti0pting a trivirie family, 'like'Che Father,
Mothei, ani Son in medievil'Christian piotures.
Nor is it only in historiool relicions that-we 6nd
God viewed ds a Trinity. One ieoolls in perticuler
the Neo.Plotonic view'of the Supreme or'Illtimet€
Realitv. whioh was eucsorted- bv Pleto in the
Timoiit c,8., i\ the pfiloeophy -of Plotinus Cho
primary or 

-original RealitieC (d4 tml *r ortdnatl.
a,re trisdicslly reDreeented ar tho Good or (in
nurneriost rvirtotj the One, the Intelligence'or
the One-Ma-uy, oud the World.Soul or-the One
anil Maan The relieiour Trinity assoeiatod. if
6omowhe0- loo6ely. wiuli' Comte'a pf,ilosophv ruitht
aleo bo oited harU: the cul0ua of 'humaditi ss The
Great Beinc. of eDace og the Great Mediim. cnd
of tbe earth-ie tbri Great Fetlsh.

(c) What lenilc o apecial ohoraoter to the Chdrt.
ian doo0rine of the Trinity ir its close asgociation
with the distincbive Christian view of divine in.
oarnation. In other relicions and relicious philo.
rophier we meet witb theidea of divile i"ncernitioa,
bdt itmay be oloimed that nowhere is the union oi
Goil and Lran eo concreto and definite, and so uni.
veruel in lts imDort. ee in the Christian reliqion.
Ar Aucngtine noia.rit in the bookr of the Pliton.
irta it ias to be found that 'in the beginning was

the Tfgril,'r lt war not fouuil therc 0hat ,0bc
Word became flerh aud dwelt emont ur.'r ft is
the very oentrol truih of Chrirtienfiy Chat God
wa.e hisiorioally nonifest ia Chrig0, anil that Ee ir
rtill revealed ii the worlil es the iidwellinc Spiri0
oI the Churoh or oombuni0y of Cbrict'r foindinc.
Ttrir Chrietian foith in tht iroarnrtion of tb'e
divine Word (\ttot, oormo,ratioli\ the mou Chriet
Jeeur, with ibon-the believer'ir uni0ed tbronch
the followehip of the Holy Spirit" oonrti0uter tf,o
ilistirctive birls of the C$rirhan'tlootriue of tho
Trinitv.

a. fbc dcvclopErot of thc doctrlnc.-The lfunltc
of thia arbiole dreelude auy atCemrt to craoe lD
doteil the developmen0 of- the Trlli0arian idee
from its becinulnqi inthe Bible to its ffnel formulo.
tion in the ortbodor oreerls. In vsrious articleo of
thlo Encyolopedle thir grounil ir troverretl, ruoh
a! tho comDrehenoive rrt. GOD: the rrttn on
portioula,r ilevelopmentc of an6ieat Chrirtian
Clought like the 

-Alsxaadrian, 
Antiooheue. and

Cappadocian Theologies; the arCt. on lndiiidual
Christieu theoloqiaui like Atbana.eiur end Auqng.
tine; the artt. o-n hereiicelphasesof Cbrir0oloc'icsl
ond Trinitsrian belief like Adootianigm. Arien'igm
ri"ilihy;iri'.-" - iffi6;i;;tdl -]ffidi -b;;;:
venient, however. to take hero o seneral ootr-
rpectus of the devblooment in oueatioi.-(c) The Old Iccloint could'hardly be crpscCed
to furntsh the dootrbe of the Triniti. lf belief in
the Trinity is c?otrDdod (oo etoted'ibove) uoon
belief in tht inoimaClon of God in Chrlat eul ubou
the erpsrionce of gpiritual redemotion eud rrneival
tbrougb Chdst. I't ir exegesie of o mlaohievour, if
piour, eort thoC wouftl disoover the dootrine in the
plural form, , Elohim,' of the Deity'r nanre, in the
recorded a,ppecrenoo of three afico:h to Abrahom,
or ovsn iri ihe ,cr eatutzc of t'he oroobeoiec oi
Isoiob. It mov be allowed. howeverl th'ot the OT
idean of the W6rd of God aid the Wisdom of God
ore adumbretionr of the dootdne. ec reoocnizinc
i'ne trut[ ;i;6riou! ;;tf.i"i6iii"b ccti;ity'ilti:
one God.

(b) In the Ncu ?wtdmer! we do not ftnil the
doctrine of the Triaitv ln anvthins like i0e devel.
oped forn, not even idthe Piulinfanil Johannine
theology, altbougb amplc witnogo ir borne to Che
religious experienoe from vhioh the doctrine
lDrinss. None the leea Christ is aoknowledced as
0ho et-ernrl Son of Glod entl the EuDr€mo reveJetion
of the Father. and the ouiokenind Soiri0 of life ig
ooknowledeed to be derii'ed' from-on}ich.'r And
!o, when tf,e eorly Christiens would ilei'crlbe Cheir
conoeption of God, all the three elements-God.
Chrisf. and the Spirit-enter inCo the dercriotion.
end thb one God fs found to be revealetl in e ihree'-
fold woy. This is seen in the beotismol formule.l
'Inths-name of 0he Fother, and'of the Bon, end
of the Iloly Ghos0,' vhich ot least reflects the
usage of bhe apostolic Church, ond in which the
membere of the Trinibv are alreadv ell three
oseocioted tosother. It-is aleo to be"eeen in 0he
fanriliar worils of St. Paul.! , The arece of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and the iove of (jod, and the
oommunion of the Holv Ghost,' Thia last ha8
been called, and justly io, the greet TriniCarian
texC of Che NT, ari beiirc one of Che few N'I pass-
ages, and the eorlieat of thern, in shich the t-hree
elements of the Trinitv a,re set olonqgide of each
other in a eincle senten'ce. If the oasdalre conCains
no formulateil exnression of the friniti. lt is vet
of creat eisnilicdnce as showinq that.'iess tfian
thir-bv veari after the death of tt rigt. tlit name
aud t-hd name of the Holv Soirit eould b6 employed
in conjunction with ttie iame of God H[ms€U.
Truly,- if the iloobrine of Che Trinity oppeared

r Jn 11.
. ut 28q

! Jn 1rl.
I I Oo l8r{

r Ilt tto.



TR,INITY 4€l

.uatratins o recent tendencv in tbe aoolicstioi. in
rinitoriail speculetiong. of t6e priucipl6of analoav.
t Econo&ic grd eisertid trinltv.-tat ffie
ingttion from the Trinity of experienci io the

luuttratrnp o rocent t€ndencv
Trinit4riat speculetions, of t6r

trangltion from the Trility of exnerienca to the
Trinity ol _dogmo ig d€scribable it'other terma as
the trinsitlou from the eoononrio or disoengationsl
ftinit,y Qp6*ot droratt6{eo) tn the esseniial, imma.
nent, or'ontological Tr:iniby lrpbtot fttlptcotl. At
first the Christian faith was ndt Trinited&n in thofirst the Christian faith was n6t Trinited&n in tho
striotly ontolocicslrefetenoe. ft was not so in the
enootolio end"rubaoostolio oqes- es reflecfcd inelnoColio r4d tub.aportolio oges, as reflect€d inalXntl()ll0 8IC suD.ADoEtOlrc aCeg. e8 reBqct€{l in
t6e NT aod other eirly Chriiiiei writiogr. Nor

man, could not really exist if it did not thns
involve aa intornrtl manifold.r For tho elaborotion
of theso positiong refereaos muet be meile to the
book itself. The diecussioa ie oited ho_r.e o4ly ge
illustrating o recent- tendency in

(c) It is oleirned, however, egDocia,lly bv Cotholio
thinkers, that. tocical mysErf as th'e *initv un-
doubtedly ie, it iot oal-y coiserves the apifituel
values of the Gospel. bud moy be seid to dushrine
or encasket them.- ihe Athinasign Creed. c.a.. is
declored to be ia efrest a sublime anil moetaifrcent
hymn of the Chriatian faith. hevinc e powEr all itr
oivn to stlr and uplift the iouls of believere vith
the grcatuesa enill mystery of the divine rtdemp-
tionin Jesus Christ- Thit b€ins eo. it mav So
allowed Chat there ie juetice in the-eon'tention ihot
acoepta,Dog of the Triunity does not commit one to
the -adoption of obeoleto- modes of thoueht. but
only to -accepto,nce of the eubhoritattve dhriitian
traiitioa which the terme of 0he Gireek ohiloeoohv
served to sjmbolize, anil with whoge'contia'uel
vitolitv thoy have beoome investerl.r

(d) But in conaequenoe of a wide-spread feilme,
eaieddlv within tfe hotrcsta,nt Chuieh. to aonre-
oiite the-symbolign in rhich the traditiorial Cfiiist"
ien oonviationg are embodied, ond to rscocniro il
the dootrine of the Tbree in One anv morC thon r
raored nyrterioua formuta, modern dhristian theo-
logy ir tbrown bopk morr a,nd more unon the
hiEEoriosl revehtion in Jeeus Cbrigt and'tho in-
wa,rd erpcienoe of Christion believers a,s the
pract'icsl ground and basie of Trinitarien dootrinr
being lear oonoerned with vhat God is in Einsoil
than with what Be has ghown rrimgelf to be-leeg

wec it so even in the aso of the Chriatien opolosis0&
And even Tertulliai, vbo fouuded th6 noimen.
alrture of the ortbodor doctrine, knew as little of
en ontoloqlool Trinitv as ilid the apolocirts: hir is
still the -eoonomio o:r relacive ooircepiion 'of tho
Johonnine and Pouline theolor. So Eernaok
holds,t and he gayg furthert thatihc whole hietory
of Chrfutolosical onil Trinitaria,n dome from
Atbanasius 6 Aucuetitre ig the histo;v of the
displaooment of th6 locoo-oonceotion b; that of
ths-Son, of the crbg0ibuiion of the imminent aail
abeoluto Trtnity for the eoonomio rnd relative. In
ory oa€o the oithodox doctrine in ite develored
foin ir c Tridty of easonco rather than of mini-
fetation. ar he'iinq to do in the first instence with
the eubi&tive ratf,er then the obiective Seinc of
tr" And, just becousethese two'mesnings of-the
Trinlty-tb 

- theoreticalFnd th9 practiga,l, Cs tbgy
misht- olao be decoribed-are be-inc rhamlv di+
tirioish€d iu modm Cbrigtian tbou-chh it hicht
beiell if the term 'Trinitv' wero-erdploved-to
ilerigaate the Trinity of revelatioa (or thi dfotrine
ol the threefolil sell.manifestation of God), and the
tenm'Triunity' (of. Germ. Drcitinioknitl adooted
es the desicruhoi of the essentiel frinilv (or'the
dootrino oftho tri.mrrona.l nature of Godl:.'

(D) It rhoulil be'observed that there ii no recl
oleevage or rntithesi! between the doctrinee of the
economic ald the cren0iel Trinibv. sad natnrallv
rr. The Triunitv represento the eF6* to tfinl ou't
thc Trinity, and io t6 sfford it a reasonable basitr
Ths flrst Cbristir,Dr had with SC. Paul a aaving
exlmienoe of tbe grrcc of the Ioil Jegug Cbdrq
rnd of ths love of God, rnd of the communion oi
the Eoly Ghost:r and the theolocia,Ds of the
ouolent Churoh a6nsht to cot forthihe Chrietien
crDodoncc ts lodc-il terms of reas)n. In ths
cf,ort tbey vcrc lfr. inevitsblv. to effecC cu aUianoe
botreen -tle 

soeDA of thelJ salvetion and the
rpeoolative pb-iloiophv. end more egpeoiallv the
Plotonirm, ii whioli t[6y had bo€D triinod, ;hito,
iu makinc mom for thb Chriatian soepel rithin
the roddlaot altoqether hospi0ebl;ofthe Greek
philoeophv. thev foinil thems{ilvea trrnslatins their
irnpiritilliaowledco of Glod-the God r,ud Fother
of -the Iord Jesir Chrirt-into a ilootrioe of
diversitv or multiolicitv. er dictinsdihod from
mercly -rbotraot ufitv. iitUin ths divine Nature
itrclf.- Iu othc worde, tn thinking out thE Trinity
they crrived at the Ti"iunity. N6ne the lem the
crcoto.t and noat influsatinl of the Christian
Fqtherr, ffgen, Athonasiug, Ba.eil a,nd tbe Greg.
orier. A'ucus-tini. dl aoknowiedeed that. for altf,o
light thdwD updn tt in the Bibfod rov6lation, tho
ilivia-c NaCure iemaiaed for them a myrter5r tra,u.
rcendiag reason.l

I Xollowrll o. 9l&
t E$a. d liomta^ !L 200. 9lI'. t rD. lll. 8.

- . qL W. N. Orrlb, ./.1 Oulli,na al OhrfrtIa'[ flt,o,ogt,Ed;l[.

conoerned with thp Trinitv of eeseno€ than with
tbe Trinity of mlnifestetion. It is nart of thetbe Tdnity of md,nifestetion. It is part of the
modern empiricol movement in theol6erv. chiefl
associrrtBd irith tho uames of Sohleiermi6her en{
modern empiricol movement in theol6erv. cb
associrrt€d iitn tle urmes of Sohleiermi6herassocirrt€d irith t.ho uamee of Sohleiermidher en-il
Ri0schl. 'When thue enployed praotically. ar
interpretetive of Christla,n 6rderienie. rather'6h'.interpretetive of Ghristian 6rfrrien6e. rather
theor-eticelly, as a doctrins ol reelitybeyour
even epart trom experience, the Triniti mr
theoreticelly, as a doctrins ol reelity beyoud anil
even qpqrt trom experience, the Triniti may be
regerded as rummerizinc the different vovi in
rf,ich th9 knowledge of-God may be heliil (li
Ee may be thougbF of as the sef.aisctorcd Gid.

burgb. fm, p. 16r.'
I Oi 3 Oo rU..
I Ce J. B. Illlnrvodh.

1907, oh. 
"1.

a,nd, os- suoh, tno:wn to men as the ultimate and,
a@lute Be{g, qhoee-,woyr erio past $nd1ng outaD€oIE!€ 5ortrg, who&o wayr aEio Dstt lindinc oul
(2) Ee Fsy bb thought of ar tEe soH.diEolosir6Li"""t%fi .[:"tHl;'"',J.H'if Tfffi:Hf,
history in4 ebovb all. in the oha,racter ard pur.
poeqg of Jerur Cbrist"- (3) gs uoy be thoughi of
e5 Cho roll-impertias of ielf.oomriuniootini Goil
!Fd-, e€ ruah_, &no3m-to_4en-as indwelliag frwer.and, e€ ruch, knowu- to men asH reveoled, Glod reveoling, Go
throe vwr God mokea rrimrel

Glod reveolinq. God abidinciii thegc
od mokee Iriihaelf klownl and theythrse vwr God mokee

oorrsoodd to lihe eleme
t! God mokee Eihaelf klown-. and they
it to tle elemente of ths Fethei. tha Son--oorreepory!to the elemente of the Father, tbe Son,

g{- t[c .E- oly Epirit iq t\r Tridlariaa- foqulaand thc Eoly Epirit tn trhe Tridtadan-fotmulq
If then, thedretioally, the Trinity is . thc afrrmr-
tionof cfull riohlils iD God ar-ilistinct fromall
abstrast eod banen oonoeDtioar of his Beinl.' iti+ praotioally, 'the afrr-mrtion tbrt the-6roc
uature of Gd must bo lea,rued fron hir historio
re-velctioa iI C!$rtr and lrom the oxpcriouce whioh
Christ ceates.'r

(c) Donbtless ruoh e doteuelt ic lisble to thc
obarge of Bebellienjsn (nqlg,liqtiq Mona,rohionism),
bnrt it mey resdilv be defended acsitrat rnroh a
oha,rgs. Ii Eebeliianiem the divind naturs ir an
abgtrapt undifrerentietpd unlty }nown oalv il
three ruocesivo Eder or manifestotions, noie of
which ir oomplete or Dctne,n€nt I they' are but
nemoql aort iry not 6e trandatbd iu:to funda-
mental faotorc ia tbe divine erperience. Eere thc
elements of the Trinitv a,rs siknowleilced to bo
rootad etcnally in uns&n rcolity, eo thit Gorf i!
elwaya the Father, the Son, aut the Spirit at.
though kaown through the threefold self.m-aoifiato.
tion or not Lnowa et all.

(.1f) In tbe rystem of Chrigtian thoolog; the
r CL nlDsrortb. D. i8& | Aihor Eron. o. 162.
r Ep|lhrolur. Eri#. trll. : trrtrglyr{rl,rocrliirrociclns.

olrrid. J. Ilicrontl Et t^ b d.ctiq'dclL PoilnruaU drrta.
tiltntu, E rol.' Prdr, f0oe-fg L 8f9; $t l.
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